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An Introduction to Discourse Analysis
Second edition

Discourse analysis considers how language, both spoken and written, enacts social
and cultural perspectives and identities. In this book, James Paul Gee introduces the
field and presents his unique integrated approach to it.

Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, the author presents both a theory
of language-in-use and a method of research. Clearly structured and written in a
highly accessible style, An Introduction to Discourse Analysis incorporates perspectives
from a variety of approaches and disciplines, including applied linguistics, educa-
tion, psychology, anthropology, and communication, to help students and scholars
from a range of backgrounds to formulate their own views on discourse and engage
in their own discourse analysis.

The second edition has been completely revised and updated and contains
substantial new material and examples of oral and written language, ranging from
group discussions with children, adults, students, and teachers to conversations,
interviews, academic texts, and policy documents.

James Paul Gee is the Tashia Morgridge Professor of Reading at the University
of Wisconsin at Madison. His previous publications include Social Linguistics and
Literacies, The Social Mind, and The New Work Order (with Glynda Hull and Colin
Lankshear).



An Introduction to
Discourse Analysis
Theory and method

James Paul Gee

Second edition

E Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group

NEW YORK AND LONDON



First published in the USA and Canada 1999

by Routledge

270 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016

Simultaneously published in the UK

by Routledge

2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN

Second edition published 2005

Reprinted 2006 (twice), 2007 (three times), 2008, 2009

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

© 1999, 2005 James Paul Gee

Typeset in Perpetua by Prepress Projects Ltd, Perth, Scotland
Printed and bound in Great Britain by T] International Ltd, Padstow, Cornwall

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilised
in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or
hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any information

storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Gee, James Paul.
An introduction to discourse analysis: theory and method/James Paul Gee.—2nd ed.
. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
1. Discourse analysis. 1. Title
P302.G4 2005
401'.41—dc22
2004010619

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 13: 978-0-415-32860-9 (hbk)
ISBN 13: 978-0-415-32861—6 (pbk)


file:///Udison

For Bead



Contents

Preface

1 Introduction

1.1 Language as action and affiliation 1
1.2 About this book: theory and method 5
1.3 About this book: readers and reading 8

2 Building tasks

2.1 Building things through language 10
2.2 Anexample 13

3 Tools of inquiry and discourses

3.1 Tools 20

3.2 Discourses: whos and whats 22

3.3 “Real Indians” 23

3.4 Discourses (with a big “D”) 26

3.5 Discourses are not “units” with clear boundaries 28
3.6 Discourses as “kits” 32

3.7 Note 33

4 Social languages, conversations, and intertextuality

4.1 Whos-doing-whats in language 35
4.2 Social languages 37

4.3 Two grammars 41

4.4 An example 42

4.5 Intertextuality 46

10

20



viii  Contents

4.6  Big “C” conversations 48

4.7  Social languages, intertextuality, conversations, and discourses as

tools of inquiry 51

5 Situated meanings and discourse models

5.1
5.2
53
5.4
5.5
5.6
Sod
5.8
5.9
5.10

Meaning 53

Form and function analysis 54

Language—context analysis 57

A child acquiring the meaning of a word 58

Situated meanings and cultural models/discourse models
Situated meanings in and out of science 62

Situated meanings as “assemblies” 64

A pattern-recognition view qfthe mind 65

The social mind 68

“Situated meanings” as a tool of inquiry 68

6 Discourse models

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
6.8
6.9

Bachelors 71

Simulations in the mind 73

All meaning is local 76

Discourse models in action: middle-class parenting 79
Discourse models in conflict 81

Different sorts and uses of discourse models 83
Discourse models can be partial and inconsistent 84
Discourse models as “recognition work” 88

Discourse models as tools qf inquiry 92

7 Discourse analysis

7.1
7.2
73
7.4
7.5
7.6

Situated meanings and discourse models revisited 94
Reflexivity 97

Situations 97

Seven building tasks 104

Social languages revisited 105

Units and transcription 106

7.7 An “ideal” discourse analysis 110

7.8
7.9

Validity 113

Starting to do discourse analyses 115

53

71

94



Contents  ix
8 Processing and organizing language 118

8.1 Speech is produced in small spurts 118
8.2 Function words and content words 119
8.3 Iry‘brmatjon 120

8.4  Stress and intonation 121

8.5 Lines 124

8.6 Stanzas 127

8.7 Macrostructure 128

8.8 Macro-lines 132

8.9 Tools of inquiry 135

9 Sample of discourse analysis 1 137

9.1 Interview data as an example 137

9.2  Co-constructing socioculturally situated identities 138

9.3 Building socially situated identities and building different worlds 141
9.4 Social languages 147

9.5 Building meaning in narrative 150

10 Sample of discourse analysis 2 153

10.1 A case study: Sandra 153
10.2 Sandra’s narrative 158

11 Sample of discourse analysis 3 166
Appendix: Grammar in communication 182
References 194

Index 203



