Common Audio / Video File Formats

Audio Formats

· WAV - standard audio file format used mainly in Windows PCs.
· AIFF - the standard audio file format used by Apple.
· MP3 - the MPEG Layer-3 format is the most popular format for downloading and storing music.
· M4A - Audio-only MPEG-4 file that’s commonly used for streaming (iTunes).
· AU - the standard audio file format used by Sun, Unix and Java.
Video Formats

· AVI - supported by all computers running Windows, and by all the most popular web browsers.
· MOV - a common format on the Internet (MAC), but cannot be played on a Windows computer without installing a QuickTime Player.
· WMV - a common format on the Internet (PC), but cannot be played on non-Windows computer without an extra component installed.

· MPEG-2 - the standard for DVDs, certain streaming videos and also some content you find on the internet

· RM - allow streaming of video with low bandwidths, quality is often reduced
· FLV – Flash video format that’s getting very popular. All youTube videos are in this format

· MP4 - MPEG-4 files with audio and video, commonly used for streaming (iTunes).

