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Pit van dé

Thuat ngt si thi & Viét Nam duoc stv dung tuwong duong véi epos trong tiéng
Hy Lap, epic trong tiéng Anh, épopée trong tiéng Phap. Theo Tir dién tiéng Viét, st
thi duoc dinh nghia: “1) Tac pham 16n thudc loai van tw sw miéu ta su nghiép cua
nhirng nguoi anh hung va cac sy kién lich stt 16n. 2) Tén goi chung loai van tu sw
trong d6 tinh cach va sy kién duoc phat trién toan dién trong mot giai doan tron
ven nhat dinh ctia cudc doi nhan vat, caa lich st xa hdi” [8, 862]. Trong bai viét
nay, chung t6i stt dung thuat ngtr st thi véi nghia mgt thé'logi vin hoc cu thé.

Do xudt hién sém trong lich st, ndi dung hudng dén viéc phan anh nhitng su
kién quan trong ctua cong dong budi so khai va ca ngoi cht nghia anh hung, moi
treong ly tuwong cho su ra doi va phat trién cua st thi 1a xa hoi tién giai cap thoi ky
cudi, khi con nguoi budc ra khoi cai nodi dau tién - thiét ché cong xa nguyén thuy -
dé tién vao ngudng ctra cua thoi dai van minh. Iliade, Odyssée, Mahabharata,
Ramayana - “nhitng hinh thitc 8 dién 1ay ltng cua st thi”, theo cach néi cua
G. W. F. Hegel — xuat hién vao thoi ky nay, thoi ky lich sit chuyén minh ttr xa hoi
da man sang xa hoi c6 giai cap, ¢ nha nudc, thong qua nhitng cudc chién tranh
khoc liet nham thong nhat cac bd lac va lién minh bo lac thanh qudc gia.

* Vién Khoa hoc Xa h¢i va Nhan van Quan suw, BO Qudc phong.
™ Vién Nghién cttu Van hoa, Vién Khoa hoc Xa hoi Viét Nam.
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Tuy nhién, bén canh d6, con c6 mot sd st thi dwgce hinh thanh truede khi nha
nudc ra doi. Nhitng cudc chién trong cac st thi nay phan anh qua trinh dau tranh
gitra cac thi toc, bo lac, tién téi hinh thanh lién minh b lac.

Véi tiéu chi c¢6 hay khong sy hinh thanh nha nudc, st thi dueoc phan biét
thanh hai loai: st thi ¢6 so (archaic epic) xuat hién trudc khi c6 qudc gia con st thi cd
dai (antique epic) hay st thi cd dién (classical epic), thi xuat hién sau khi c¢6 quoc gia.
Eleazar M. Meletinski viét: “Su cd két thanh nha nuwdce ctia cac bo toc la mot nhan td
quyét dinh sy phat trién cua st thi. Chinh yéu t6 nha nudc nay, trong tuyét dai da
s0 cac tac pham, quy dinh sy khac nhau gitra st thi c6 so va st thi ¢6 dién” [7, 342].

V& dé tai, st thi cd so thuong xoay quanh cau chuyén nguoi anh hung chién
dau nham bao tht cho nguoi than, gianh giat ngroi phu nit dep hodc mot vat
thiéng... St thi c6 so mang nhi€u ddu an caa chat liéu than thoai, trong dé doi thu
ctia nhan vat chinh thwong la nhitng quai vat di thuong - hinh twong khai quat
hoa nhitng thit thach trén con duwong thi tdc, bo lac chinh phuc tu nhién.

St thi c6 dai thi ra doi khi nén cong xa nguyén thuy da cé nhitng chuyén
bién manh mé cudi cung dé budc sang thoi ky c¢d nha nudc, va phan anh nhitng
van dé mang tam voc va tinh chat quoc gia. Ké thi ctia nguoi anh huing trong st
thi ¢6 dién mat dan tinh hoang duong va khong con nam trong méi quan hé ca
nhan hay la d6i thu cua mot cong dong bé nho vo danh nivra, ma nhin chung da trd
thanh hién than cta nhiing luc luwong lich st [3, 425]. Clng c6 y kién cho réng,
budc vao giai doan hinh thanh qudc gia, mot s6 st thi méi dwgce hinh thanh trén
co sO tai tao cac st thi cfi, va do vay d6i thu cling nhw nhiém vu cua nguoi anh
hung trong cac tac pham da co sy bién ddi twong ting véi co sd xa hdi mai.

Nhan dinh khéi quat vé hinh thitc bi€u hién cta st thi ¢6 so va st thi c6 dai,
Meletinski cho rang, néu nhitng tac phdm st thi cd so it nhiéu con mang 16p vo
than thoai, 6 tich thi trong tac pham st thi ¢ dai, nhitng hoi tc lich st ctia nhan
dan da dugc thé hién duwdi hinh thic thich hop hon qua viéc miéu ta cac nhan vat
va su kién lich str.

St thi Tay Nguyén la st thi ¢d so. Ché dd cong xa thi tdoc, ndi mot cach chinh
xac, moi chi két thic trén manh dat nay vai chuc ndm trudc, va muc dich sau xa
cua nhiing cudc chién dwgc miéu ta trong cac tdc pham ciing chi ding lai ¢ viéc
két hop nhitng budn lang - vén phan tén - thanh lién minh b6 lac. Chung ta van c6
thé thay trong st thi Tay Nguyén nhitng dau an cua than thoai hodc ¢6 tich nhuw
sw giai thich ngudn goc vii tru va con nguoi; s xuat hién cac motip hdi sinh, bién
hinh... Béc biét, hinh anh “ké thu” ctia by lac 1a mot biéu twong ty nhién hodc c6
nguodn gdc thu cling rat pho bién (than nai da To mo Lokcong, ho tinh, quy ac doi
16t cop Adrang Ha - Adrang Hom... trong h’mon Bana; than Bao, than Gi6 Ldc,
than Lwa... trong akhat jurcar Raglai...). V€ nhiém vu ctia nguwoi anh hung, bao thu
va doi lai vat bau la nhitng diéu khé quen thudc. Cac nhan vat ctaa khan Edé nhw
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Bra BDam, Bam Thi, Chi Lo Kok... luén ghi nhé bon phan “tra thu cho cha, doi
xwong cho me”, con trong Otnrong Mnong, nhan vat thuong chién dau dé doi lai
vat bau cua thu linh (bé thdi Itra, ché, dan nring hay bd cong chiéng)... Nhitng tinh
tiét trén rat dac trung cho st thi o so.

Ttr nam 2001 dén 2007, Vién Khoa hoc Xa hoi Viét Nam da phdi hop véi cac
tinh Tay Nguyén thuc hién Dy an cdp Nha nudc Diéu tra, swu tim, bdo quan, bién
dich va xudt ban sir thi Tdy Nguyén. Day la dy an quy mo nhat vé st thi & Viét Nam
ttr trude téi nay. Sau 7 ndm thuc hién, Du an da cong bd 75 tac phdm cta cac dan
toc Mnong, Bana, Edé, Sédang, Raglai... (60.400 trang, khs 16 x 24 cm) va dang
leu trét hon 600 tdc pham khac dwdi dang di liéu s6.

St thi Bana chiém ty 1€ 16n, ding tha hai trong tong s6 nhiing tac pham da
xuat ban ctia Du 4n v6i ba muoi homon duwgce cong bd, chiém hon mot phan ba don
vi tac pham trong bo sach Kho tang sir thi Tay Nguyén. Chwa ké mot so st thi Bana
da duoc ra mat trede day nhiéu nam nhw Gidng nghéo tam vg, Tre vit ghen ghét
Gidng, Diam Noi... va s6 khac thuéc Dy an chwa duoc bién tap, chi riéng khoi
luong tu liéu van hoc phong phti néi trén da va dang goi ra rat nhiéu van dé cho
dwoc giai dap.

Nhu moi tadc phdm folklore khéc, st thi - véi ddc trung nguyén hop - 1a doi
twong nghién ctru cua nhiéu nganh khoa hoc khéc nhau, trong dé c6 van hoc, van
hod hoc, dan toc hoc, xa hoi hoc... Trén co s& khado sat cdc st thi Bana mdi xuat
ban, chiing t6i nhan thay mot so lugng 16n tac pham c6 chita dung nhitng yéu to
bat bién lién quan dén chu dé hon nhan. Trong bai viét nay, chang toi thir budc
dau ly giai cac yéu t6 do6 dwdi gdc nhin van hod hoc va dan tdc hoc.

1. Vé hién twgng nguoi anh hung tim vg tai ving dat khac

Hau nhu st thi Bana nao cling néi téi viéc ngwoi anh hung tién hanh cudc
phiéu luu dén mot mién dat xa la nao d6 ma co rat it, hoac khong hé c6 moi lién hé
véi vung dét caa anh ta. Trong cac cudc phiéu lvu dy, chang trai hodc tién hanh
tim kiém mot nguoi vo, hodc tham gia thi tai ma phan thuwong la duoc 1dy nguoi
con gai dep, hodc thuc hién mot cudc chién nh3m gianh giat mot thiéu ni nao do...
Van dé dat ra la, tai sao anh ta (va mgt s6 nhan vét trong st thi ctua cac dan toc
Tay Nguyén) khong chon cho minh nguoi vg & ngay noi dang song ma ludn
hudng sy tim kiém téi mot vung dat khac?

Trong Canh vang - Bdch khoa thw vé vin hod nguyén thuy [2], nha nhan loai hoc
va folklore hoc James George Frazer c6 nhac dén ba nguyén tic cht yéu cta hon
nhan thoi ky mau hé, gom ché do ngoai hon, 18 cudi beena va ho con céi tinh theo
dong me. Theo do, ché d6 ngoai hon bét budc nguoi con trai dén tudi treong thanh
phai cuedi mot phu nit ngoai thi toc, con 1& cwdi beena - mot quy tac g 1é - doi hoi
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nguoi chong phai téi dinh cu tai thi toc ctia vo. Frazer cling cho biét nhitng dau vét
cua tap tuc nay van ton tai trong mot s& 1& hoi dan gian cua cac dan toc chau Au.
Diéu nay goi md cho chiing t6i suy nghi rang tinh tiét cic nhan vat trong st thi Tay
Nguyén tim vo noi xa ¢é thé c6 méi lién quan nao dé véi ché' do ngoai hon.

Cé diéu dang luu y, khac véi cac tdc nguoi lan can, nguoi Bana thoi dai st thi
khong con & trong thiét ché mau hé thuan tuy nita. Tw liéu dan tdc hoc cho biét, vao
thoi diém noi trén, cac dan toc Tay Nguyén nhin chung dang ¢ giai doan cudi cta
ché& 3 mau hé, song mdc dau thiét ché nay vé co ban van con ¢6 hiéu luc, nhung né
da bt dau co nhiing ran nitt 6 mot sd dan tdc, va nhitng mam mdng dau tién cua
hinh thai hon nhan - gia dinh kiéu méi da xuat hién. Liéu ché d) ngoai hon cd con la
gia thuyét thich hop cho viéc nguoi anh huing Bana tim vo noi xa?

Gidi nghién cttu nhan dinh, trong khi nhitng toc nguroi thuoc nhém ngoén ngtr
Malayo - Polinésien nhu Cham, Edé, Raglai... va nhitng toc thudc phan nganh
Banaric nam ctia nhom Mon - Khmer nhw K’ho, Mnong, ... van theo ché& ¢ mau hé
thi thiét ché hon nhan - gia dinh ctia nguoi Bana, Sédang... (thudc phan nganh
Banaric bac) da phan nao chuyén sang tinh chat song hé. Diéu nay duwoc thé hién
qua viéc nam ni cung c6 quyén chu dong trong hon nhan, ngoai hon dong ho
khong tuyét doi, cu tra sau hon nhan la cw tra luan phién, quyen thira k& khong
phu thudc vao gidi tinh cia nguoi con... Nhu Vay, nguyen tac ngoai hon van duoc
duy tri, nhung khong triét d€. Ta hay tim hiéu vé van de trén.

Theo cac tac gia Nguwoi Bana ¢ Viét Nam, hon nhan cua tdc nguwoi nay mang
tinh chat ndi hon dan tdc va ngoai hdon dong ho. Luat tuc Bana khong khuyén
khich viéc két hon véi nguoi thude dan toc khac, do sy khong tuwong dong vé ngon
ngit, van hod, phong tuc va do ca tinh trang ky thi 1an nhau gitra cac toc nguoi. ..
Vé nguyén tic ngoai hon, néu cac dan toc thudc thiét ché mau hé tuin theo ché dd
ngoai hon tuyét doi (nguoi cung mot ho du cach xa bao nhiéu doi ciing khong
duoc 18y nhau), thi & ngwoi Bana, ngoai hon dong ho la khong tuyét d6i véi cac
dac trung sau:

1.1. Quan hé hon nhan gitta cac thanh vién tir thé hé th nhat dén thé' hé thw
ba trong dong ho bi nghiém cam (dong ho duoc hi€éu bao gom cac thanh vién 1a
con chau tric hé cua mot 6ng ba to - yd bok tom - trong mot s6 doi con nhé dugc).
Ngudi Bana quan niém, vi pham diéu nay 1a mac toi lam 6 ué dat va nudc, va than
linh sé giang cac tai hoa xudng dau con nguoi nhu hoa hoan, dich bénh, chién
tranh, mat mua... Ké loan luan bi dan lang dwa ra xét xtr va theo luat tuc phai nop
phat mot s6 ghe ruou cung vat hién sinh (3 con trau, 3 con dé, 3 con ga). Trudc
mat moi ngwoi, d6i nam nit phai dn trong mang lon nhu nhitng con vat va sau do
bi truc xuat khoi lang. Ho phai song lang thang trong riing va sé khong duoc bat
ct mot cong dong nao khac tiép nhan.

1.2. D&i v6i cac thé hé sau doi thit ba tré di, v& nguyén tic, cdc thanh vién
ciing khong dugc phép co quan hé tinh giao va hon nhan vdéi nhau, nhung viéc
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nay khong bi cdm hoan toan, véi di€u kién do6i trai gai phai ndp phat cho lang va
lang sé t6 chitc cing ta 18i than linh. [6, 111 - 112]

bay chinh 1a thiét ché hon nhan doi tht tw ma Friedrich Engels dé cap tdi
trong Nguon goc ciia gia dinh, ctia nha nwdc va ctia xa hoi [1]. Ap dung vao hé thong
than tdc ba giai doan cua Lewis H. Morgan, gia dinh nguoi Bana thién vé loai gia
dinh huyét toc, ma hé thdng twong ting 1a Ma Lai [6, 115].

Tinh chat khong triét d€ cta ché d6 ngoai hon dong ho & nguoi Bana bat
nguon tir nhitng ly do nhat dinh. Nguoi Bana xwa chi song trong mot moi truong
biét 1ap la lang. Trong cong xa truyén thong cua ho, lang la don vi xa hoi doc lap
va duy nhat, trén hay duwdi né khong c6 don vi nao khac, lang 1a “Nhiing ti€u
quoc gia riéng chit khong dinh liu vdi cac lang khac”. D6 1a cach ma cac hoc gia
Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén Dong Chi goi lang Bana. Dau trong qua kht da co
hién tuong nhiéu lang cung gdc hop lai véi nhau thanh lién minh quén su goi 1a
toring nham ddi phé véi tinh trang dung d6 vii trang dién ra thwong xuyén,
nhung day khong phai 1a lién minh kinh té - xa hoi. Do phwong thiac kinh té&
nuong ray du canh quy dinh, quy md lang Bana thuong nhé bé, khoang vai ba
chuc gia dinh moi lang. Néu dan dong 1én, nguoi ta budc phai tach mot bd phan di
lap lang méi. Lang khép kin, it nguoi, luat tuc lai khong khuyén khich 18y nguoi
khac toc nén viéc nam nit c6 ho xa két hon véi nhau la diéu khong tranh khoi, mac
du hién tong d6 van bi coi 1a tréi tap quan. [6, 91 - 112]

Luat tuc khuyén khich, ing h¢ hon nhan ngoai dong ho trong pham vi lang,
hon nhéan gitta nguoi ¢ cac lang trong mot toring hodc cac lang dong tdc. Diéu nay
soi sang phan nao tinh tiét ma st thi Bana van miéu ta - nguoi anh hting t6i mot
vung dat xa x0i, cudi co gai thudc mot cong dong khac. Cac cudc hon nhan trong
stt thi Bana chic chin da vuot ra khoi pham vi toring, bdi noi ma nhan vat chinh
tim dén thuwong kha xa lang ctia anh ta, phai di qua nhiéu mién dat, canh rttng, nai
non va song sudi, tham chi ca “bién 16n” véi nhitng quai vat hung dit... Dang sau
nhitng hinh anh mang tinh ceong diéu, ky vi hoa cta 16i miéu ta st thi, ching ta
thay duwoc nhing hat nhan hop ly. Bia diém cw trd cua nguoi Bana rai rac trén
khong gian rong gan mot van cay sd vuong, bao gdm phan 16n khu viec phia dong
cua hai tinh Kon Tum, Gia Lai va m¢t phan mién nui phia tay cac tinh Binh Dinh,
Pha Yén ngay nay, khoang cach ttt vung nay dén vung kia la khong hé nhé va
diéu nay da duoc nghé thuat hoa trong cac homon.

Véi quy tac ngoai hon cé sy linh dong nhat dinh (khong cam két hon trong
ho tit doi thi tw tré di), nguoi anh huing cta st thi Bana ¢6 thé khong can phai tim
vO noi xa, nhung trong cac tdc phdm, anh ta van ludn ra di. Tai sao? Néu nhin tir
goc do loai hinh hoc, ¢6 thé coi hanh dong dé thudc vé chirc ndng ctia nhan vat,
nhung nhin tir goc do van hoa - dan tdc hoc, di€u nay phai duoc ly giai trén co s
lich st - xa h¢i, nhat 1a d6i véi st thi - mot thé loai van hoc hudng dén viéc téi
hién chi tiét doi sdng thuc té.
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Nhu da dé cap ¢ trén, voi quy mo chi vai chuc gia dinh, lang cta ngwoi Bana
khong phai ltic nao cling du nguoi dé€ dam bao ché dd ngoai hon dong ho. Trong
qué khit, mbi lang chi c6 chirng 10 néc nha dai, dén dau thé ky XX la khoang vai
chuc néc nha nho, danh cho trén dwdi 200 nguoi cu tra [6, 144 - 146]. Dén nay
nhitng lang theo phuwong thitc canh tac cii van it dan, c6 khi chwa téi 100 nhan
khau. Viéc tritng phat ndng t6i loan luan cho thdy nguoi Bana, vé tam thiec, rat
mong muon thuc hién ché” do ngoai hon, tham chi cang triét d€ cang t6t, nhung
véi tinh hinh thuc té, ho budc phai chdp nhan nhitng cudc hon phdi trong nhom
ho xa. Diéu nay, nhu da néi, van bj coi la trai tap quan va nguoi vi pham phai chiu
ndp phat d€ lang lam 1& xin than linh tha tdi. C6 1é vi vay, viéc 1ldy vo cung mot
dong ho - du ho xa - khéng phai la giai phap nam trong su Iza chon ctia ngudi anh
hung, con nguoi duoc coi 1a biéu twong ctia cdng dong (ca vé y thirc tuan thu luat
tuc). Nhiéu kha nang do la ly do khién nguoi anh hung - nhan vét ly twdng cta st
thi - thuwong lén duong tim kiém ban doi ¢ nhiing mién dat khac.

Tl nhitng gi da trinh bay & trén, ching t6i cho rang mdtip nguodi anh hiing
roi b lac tim v trong st thi Bana c6 mot phan nguyén nhan xuat phat tit y muon
thuee hién ngoai hon tuyét d6i, ma trong bdi canh lang ctia nguoi Bana vé co ban
khong c6 du diéu kién d€ thuc hién viéc d6. C6 thé con cé nhitng ly do khéc,
nhung day la mot ly do quan trong.

2. Hwéng di chuyén trong hanh trinh tim vg

Qua khao sat cac tdc phdm st thi Bana da xuat ban, ching t6i nhan thdy hanh
trinh tim vo ctia nguoi anh hiing chi dién ra theo mot hudng duy nhat, tir viing dau
ngudn xudng vung cudi nguodn. Anh ta khdng bao gio nguoc lén vung dat cao hon,
vi du nhw cac lang phia trén. Diéu nay can dwoc giai thich nhw thé'nao?

Vung dau ngudn va vung cudi ngudn, hay vung cao va vung thap, dwoc
nguoi Bana xac dinh can ¢ vao dd cao so vdi mat bién. Dia ban nguoi Bana cu tra
duoc chia thanh hai vung khac biét, 1ay nii Mang Yang lam phan gidi. Vung phia
trén nti Mang Yang nam ¢ phia tay va phia bac, c6 do cao khoang tir 500m dén
800m. Vuing dudi nti Mang Yang, nam & phia dong, c6 dd cao khoang tir 300m dén
450m. Dt ¢6 cao d¢ khac nhau, nhung ca hai vung phia tay va phia dong déu ton tai
ba dang dia hinh chinh la thung liing, cao nguyén va nti. Nguoi Bana trén nui
Mang Yang goi nguoi dwdi nui la Bana ala koong (c6 nghia la ngweoi Bana dwdi nui).
Nguoc lai, ngroi Bana 0 dwdi nti Mang Yang goi nguwoi Bana & trén nui la Bana
kping koong (nguoi Bana trén nui). Tuy nhién, day chi la sy phan biét dua trén dia
v cu try, ala koong va kpang koong khong phai la nhitng nhom dia phuwong cua
nguodi Bana. Y thitc chung vé cong dong dan tdc ctia ca hai viing la thong nhat. [6,
35]
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Trong moi treong hop roi lang di tim vg, hudng di chuyén cd dinh cua
nguoi anh hung trong st thi 1a téi vung cudi nguodn, téc la phia dong. Diéu nay
d3t ra cho nguoi viét gia thuyét 1a hudng di trén c6 thé bat ngudn tir mot tin
ngudng nguyén thuy nao dé hon la t& tap quan di chuyén xudi theo dong song,
du rang "song" 1a yéu t& quen thudc trong tdm thikc ctia nguoi Bana.

Nguoi Bana c¢6 quan niém nhw thé nao vé hudéng dong va hudng tay? Theo
nhiéu nghién ctu, trong tin ngudng cua toc nguoi nay, hudéng dong, hudéng mat
troi moc (gah nar léch) nhin chung dwoc coi la hudng tot, hudng cua sy sdng, con
huwdng tay, huéng mat troi lan (gah nar hoang) 1a hudng xau, hudng caa cai chét.
Nghia dja thuong nam ¢ huéng tay cta lang, con néu dic diém dia hinh noi cw tra
khong cho phép thi thay bang huéng bac hodc nam chtt khéng dugc bd tri o
hwdng mat troi moc. Khi mai tdng, nguoi chét duoc dat theo tw thé' dau hudng tay,
chan huéng ddng. Trong cac diéu mua tang 1& (soang pru psdt atdu), maa bo ma
(soang sa kpd et Banao), doi hinh mua di chuyén theo hudéng tir dong sang tay
(ngwoc chiéu kim dong ho) cling boi quan niém dwa nguoi chét vé hudng tay, noi
co6 thé' gidi ctia hon ma. Truong hop lang ¢ san phu bi te vong, ca lang phai chay
nguoc vé phia dong mot ltic d€ tranh ma ac dén bat nguoi dem vé phia tay.
Hudng cua lang khong bao gio la hwdng mat troi ldn, cdc ngdi nha trong lang
cling vay. [6, 128 - 145]

Nguoi Bana con luu gitt nhiéu huyén thoai thé hién quan niém trén cta ho.
Mot truyén thuyét trong s6 d6 ké rang, triede day ctra t6i (mang lung) dan dén lang
ma (plei kiak hay psdt atdu) nam & dia phan nui Kong Lo Khong (huyén Kbang, tinh
Gia Lai), ngan cach véi lang nguoi song chi qua mot ctra dé (mang t'mo). Nguwoi
song co thé dén tham hoi hon ma nguoi chét hang ngay qua ctra nay. V€ sau, viéc
thdm hoi dién ra nhiéu qua, nwong ray bi bo hoang khién than linh ttc gian. Than
ndi Itra @6t chay cac budn lang, lai dang nude cho tran ngap khap noi. Sau d6, &
nguoi song khong con tham hoi dwoc nguoi chét, than doi lang ngwoi chét xa mai
ve phuong tay. [6, 44 - 45]

Quan niém cua nguoi Bana vé hudng dong, hudng tay la mot tin ngudng rat
o, trung khdp vdi ghi nhan ctia nha dan tdc hoc noi tiéng thé ky XIX Edward
B. Tylor trong cac nghién cttu vé van hoa nguyén thuy trén nhiéu vung dat cua thé
gioi. Tylor viét: “Khi noéi t6i huyén thoai mat troi va viéc tho ciing mat troi, chung
ta da thay tir thoi xua su lién két nhitng y niém vé phwong déng véi y niém vé
anh sang va nhiét, vé€ sy song, hanh phuc va vinh quang cling nhu su lién két y
niém vé t6i tdm va lanh 180, v€ céi chét va sy huy hoai vdi y niém vé phuong tay,
da cam ré sau vao nhiing tin ngudng ton giao nhw thé nao (...). Trong khi ving
mat troi lan, d6i véi con nguoi trong trang thai hoang da, 1a bi€éu hién cta xtt s
cai chét phurong tay thi ving mit troi moc duwegc vé 1én bang nhitng mau séc twoi
vui hon, nhu 1a noi ngu cua than thanh 6 phuong dong” [9, 1008].
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Qua nhiing dan chiing vira phan tich, gia thuyét dit ra & trén - huéng di
chuyén tim vg ctia ngudi anh hting ndm trong méi lién hé véi tin ngudng cd xua -
da cho thdy nhiing yéu t6 hop ly. C6 thé nhan dinh, hanh trinh téi vung cudi
nguon ctia nhan vat xuat phat ti tam thic hudéng vé phia mat troi moc ctia nguoi
Bana. D6i véi ho, d6 1a hudng ciia anh sang, sit song va hy vong.

3. Vé ban chit cudc thi tai véi phan thuong 1a nguoi dep

Trong nhiéu treong hop, hanh trinh tim vo cia nguroi anh hung két thic boi
chiéh thing ma anh ta dat dugc trong cudc thi tai gianh ngureoi dep & mot lang nao
d6. Hinh thtc thi tai xuat hién trong mot sd tac phdm st thi Bana nhw Gidng ngu ¢
nha rong cua lang bo hoang [4], Giong lam nha md [5]... Cudc thi dwgc ddt ra d€ tim
nguoi xing dang két hon voi con géi vi chu lang hodc chinh ban than nit tu
treong, nhung muc dich thyce sw an sau sy kién nay 1a gi?

J. G. Frazer, khi thye hién cac nghién ctru vé xa hoi nguyén thuy, da nhan thay
viéc tO chuc thi tai kén ré/ kén chong xuat hién tir rat sém trong lich st loai nguoi.
Trong thiét ché mau hé, d€bo lac ngay mot vitng manh, nhitng nt thu linh can phai
tim nguoi ban doi c6 day du pham chat vé thé luc va tinh than, c6 kha nang tao ra
gidng noi khoé manh va quan trong hon la du stec bao vé thi toc bén vg. Cac cudc
thi tai duoc tiéh hanh va phan thudng cho nguoi thang cudc 1a quyén dugc két hon
v6i nit ti triedng hodc con géi tu truong, tie nguodi ding dau thi tde twong lai. O
mot sd toc nguoi, hinh thic cua cudc thi la dua ngua, & moét s6 toc khac, la chay bd
qua cac chudéng ngai vat. Ai dudi kip nguoi con gai sém nhat, nguoi do sé trd thanh
chong ¢ ta, cling c6 nghia la tro thanh dong thu linh cta thi toc d6. Khong phai
ngau nhién, tiéhg P, tiéng Anh va tiéng Norrois (ngén ngit ctia cac toc ngudi
vung Scandinavia) déu c¢é chung mot tir ¢d dm chi dam cwdi mang nghia “cudc chay
dudi bat c6 dau”. Dau vét tap tuc nay ciing ton tai cho dén ngay nay trong mot s&
tap quan ctia nguoi Kirghiz hay nguoi Koryaks viing dong bac chau A. [2, 264]

Frazer cho rang, nhiéu kha ning viéc k& thira quyén luc 6 La Ma cd dai it
nhiéu cé tiéng vong caa tap tuc hon nhan thoi nguyén thuy ndi trén, boi theo tw
liéu lich st, trong s6 tam vua La Ma co t6i ba nguoi thudc tang 16p binh dan da
gianh dwgc ngoi vi vi trude d6 da két hon véi con gai ctia cac vi vua. “Do vay,
hoan toan khong c6 gi phai ngac nhién”, Frazer viét, “néu nhu cac 6ng vua La Ma
O dai, trede khi nhan 101 ga cac ¢d con gai ctia ho, déu da sit dung cudc thir thach
nay dé€ danh gia cac pham chat cd nhan ctia nhitng nguoi con ré va 1a nhiing
nguoi ké'vi sé’p t6i cia minh” [2, 265]. Mot vi du khac cung ¢6 thém nhan dinh do:
phan thuong cho luc s§ chay nhanh nhat trong cudc dua tai do nguoi Lybienens &
Alitemnos t chtrc cling chinh la ngai vang (di nhién la thong qua hon nhan). Theo
Frazer, can ré ctia nhitng tan du lich st trén, cling nhu cta thoi nguyén thuy, bat
nguon tir doi hdi ctia cdng dong vé mot ngwoi thu linh ¢d nhitng pham chat va gia
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tri xttng dang, boi xét cho cung, giai throng ma ngwoi do dat dugc khong phai la
ban than nguoi con gai ma la quyén cai quan vung dat co ta dai dién.

Tro lai véi st thi Bana, ta ¢ thé thdy viéc dan 6ng c¢6 muc dich gianh vi tri
tha Iinh thi toc (hay bo lac) cua nguroi nit thong qua hon nhan mo nhat, tham chi
vang béng trong stt thi, bdi sau chién thang, nguoi anh hiing thuong dua vo vé
budn lang minh sinh séng. Vay phai chang muc tiéu cua nguoi mo cudc thi tai chi
thuan tuy 1a nham tim kiém nguoi con ré/ nguoi chong du tiéu chudn, con vé phia
nguoi tham du don gian chi la d€ gianh nguoi con gai dep? Hay noéi cach khac,
trong st thi Bana, vai tro “phan thuong” ctia nguoi con gai khong bao ham ca thi
toc, bo lac ma c6 dai dién? Day chinh 1a mot van dé can tim hiéu.

C4c st thi Bana cho thay, thanh vién budn lang noi nguoi con géi sinh song rat
quan tdm dén viéc ai 1a nguoi chiéh thang trong cudc dua tai. Diéu d6 néi 1én rang,
st kién nay khong chi ¢ y nghia vdi riéng gia dinh c6 gai ma con cd y nghia véi ca
cong dong ctia c6. Trong moi trudng hop, chién thang ctia Dam Gidng ludn dem lai
niém vui ming 16n d6i véi cong dong do. Vi sao? Qua 10i thoai, c6 thé thay thai do
cua ho khong chi xuat phat tir sy hai long vé ban than chang trai ma con tir sy ung
y vé gia dinh va xt s6 cua anh ta, boi Gidng la con mot tu treong co uy tin, budn
lang cua chang ndi tiéng giau manh, da ttr lau la mién dat mo udc trong suy nghi
cua nguoi Bana. Nhu vay, si quan tam ddc biét cta cong dong nay dén gia the, xi
$0... cia ngudi thang cudc - nhitng yéu t6 ndm ngoai ban than anh ta - da cho thay
van dé khong chi/ khong phai la chuyén tim d6i tuwong két hon cho con gai chu lang.
O khia canh nhat dinh, xuét than ctia Giéng da dap ting dwoc mong wdc ctia budn
lang nguoi con gai trong viéc tim kiém mot lién minh. No6i cach khac, cudc thi la
hinh thtrc lua chon lién minh dya trén quan niém nguoi chién th:fmg nhat dinh 1a
nguoi thudc vé mot bo lac hing manh nao d6. Hon nhan gitra doi trai gai - ma moi
nguoi déu duogc coi la nguoi dai dién cho cong dong cua minh (vi ho thuong la con
cta thua linh) - s€ la co so cho sy lién minh gitta hai bd lac. Phai chang, dé mdi la
muc dich thuc su ctia hinh thite thi tai kén chong trong st thi Bana?

Khi tin rang ké thang trong cudc thi tai chac chan phai xuat than tir mot bo
lac hung manh, ngwoi Bana khong phai khong can ct trén nhitng co s¢ hop ly
nhat dinh. Trong quan niém xwa, nguroi anh hung la biéu tuwong két tinh sttc manh
ctia ca cong dong. Dién dat khac di, nguoi anh hiing va toan bo lac 1a mot. “Thoi
dai anh hiing, cd nhan anh huing dwoc phan énh trong st thi khong nham muc
dich mang lai vinh quang cho ca nhan” (G. Hegel). O thoi ky ma “mdi ca nhan
diing riéng ra ty né khong cé y nghia gi ca, toan cong xa duoc danh dau boi su
nhat tri chit ché cta tap thé, sy gan két cdc nguyén vong va muc dich séng cta
mdi con nguoi”, nhu cach ndi cua Engels, thi sw xudt hién ctia nguoi anh hung
khong thé 1a diéu gi d6 lac 16ng, dot biéh. Vi vay, néu ké thang cudc 1a nguoi xuat
ching - va di nhién la nhu thé - thi cong dong ma anh ta dai dién sé la mot cong
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dong khong tam thwong. Achille phai thudc vé b lac Myrmidons huing manh,
cling nhu Hector chi c6 thé 1a nguoi ctia thanh Troie danh tiéhg. Khong phai ngau
nhién ma lang ctia nguoi chién thang trong moi cudc thi tai - Dam Gidng - luon
dugc st thi miéu ta nhw 1a mot trong nhiing bd lac manh nhat ctia nguroi Bana, béi
chi nhitng cong dong nhu vay modi cd thé sinh ra va ren luyén nén nhiing con
ngwoi co nang luc vueot troi.

Nhu trén da ndi, nhitng cudc thi tai trong st thi Bana, khac voi tap quan
nguyén thuy trén thé' giéi va ¢ Viét Nam, duoc ddt ra khong phai dé tim kiém mot
nguoi da kha nang cam dau thi toc (hay bd lac) ctia nguoi con gai, ma la dé lya
chon doi twong lién minh (di€u nay ¢ moi lién hé véi thiét ché song hé - cu tra
khong hoan toan bén vo). D6 1a muc dich vé phia nhiing nguwoi mo cudc thi, con
vé nguoi tham du thi sao? Nhu ta biét, c6 gai dong vai tro 1a “phan thuong” caa
cudc thi thwong sé httu vé dep hiém ¢ va xudt than trong gia dinh c6 thé'luc bac
nhat cia mét budn lang giau manh. Véi nhiing diéu kién d6, ¢d gai thuc sy da 1a
mot “phan thuwong” ma nguoi con trai nao ciing mong muoén dat duwoc. Hon thé,
viéc nguoi anh hung thé hién duoc nang lyc xudt ching ctia minh qua su kién
gianh thang loi trong cudc thi tai va mang “vat chitng” tré vé con khién cong dong
cua chang thtra nhan chang c6 du diéu kién trd thanh tha linh twong lai (can luu vy,
chtrc chu lang cta nguoi Bana khong phai mang tinh chét cha truyén con n6i ma
do dan ctr). Nhu vay, phan thwong ma ban than nguoi con trai nhan dwoc bao
gom: Co gdi dep + Quyén dirng ddu bg lac ciia chinh anh ta. Nhung d6 khong phai la
tat ca. Twong tu nhu bén nit, mong mudn tim kiém lién minh ciing 1a mét trong
nhing nguyén vong cua céc trai trang tham dy cudc thi, bdi ho déu la nguoi dai
dién cho budn lang ctia minh, tic dai dién cho y chi cia mot cdng ddng. Trong boi
canh xung dot quan su dién ra lién mién gitta cac budn lang Bana thoi dai st thi,
mot lién minh trong twong lai véi mot bd lac giau manh chinh la phan thwong
khong kém phan quan trong.

Ciing phai n6i thém rang, viéc thiét 1ap lién minh thuong dién ra vao thoi ky
cudi cta cong xa thi tdc truyén thong, trén con dwong chudn bi cho sy ra doi hinh
thirc td chitc cao hon. Diéu nay cho phép ching ta phong doan, nhitng st thi noi
dén mot trong nhitng muc dich ctia hdn nhan 1a nham lién két, mé rong cong dong
6 thé ra doi mudn hon nhitng st thi khac trong hé thong homon ctia nguoi Bana.

Két luan

Sw thuc day cua thiét ché ngoai hon trong viéc tim vo noi xa, tin ngudng
nguyén thuy trong hudng di chuyén va muc dich lwa chon ddi tuwgng lién minh
thong qua cac cudc thi tai 1a nhitng giai thich budc dau ctia chung t6i vé mot sd
yéu td ¢O so lién quan dén cht dé tim vo trong st thi Bana. Chic chan, cic ban
homon méi cong bd cua tdc nguoi ban dia sinh séng lau doi nhat trén vung cao
nguyén Viét Nam con an chita nhiéu van dé vé van hoa can duoc tim hiéu va giai
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ma. Viéc ting dung cdc tri thitc lién nganh trong nghién cttu st thi Bana hita hen
sé gitip chung ta “doc” duoc nhiéu hon ntta nhitng tang y nghia ctia cac tac phdm
cO xua nay.
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