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the website of Nhan Dan, at, accessed on 11 March 2005China had a diametrically different view on the course of events. On

18 January, in response to a question relating to the events of 8 January, the spokesperson of China's Ministry for Foreign

Affairs, Mr. Kong Quan, stated that several Chinese fishing boats had been robbed and shot at by three unidentified armed
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one pirating ship and eight robbers were captured and their weapons confiscated. During interrogations, the captured robbers

had disclosed that theywereVietnamese and confessed to carrying out the robberies. Finally, he stated that Chinawas ready to
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statement,  from  the  website  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Vietnam,  at  www.mofa.gov.vn/en/

nr040807104143/nr040807105001/ns050726144049 (accessed on 26 July 2005)Vietnam, China make first joint navy patrol,

from the  website  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Vietnam,  at  http://www.cpv.org.vn/details_e.asp?topic=68&subtopic=
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Shanghai  Daily  (29  April  2006)reproduced  on  the  website  of  the  China  Internet  Information  Center  at

www.china.org.cn/english/2006/Apr/167254.htm (accessed  on  4  August  2006)Vietnam and China  hold  talks  on  sea

delineation, from the website of Nhan Dan, at http://www.nhandan.com.vn/engligs/news/ 200106/domestic_vnandchin.htm

(accessed on 23 January 2006)and, Viet Nam, China meet for talks on shared sea border, from the website of Vietnam News

Agency, at (accessed on 22 January 2006)The most detailed study on the management on the territorial disputes between

China and Vietnam is Amer, The Sino-Vietnamese Approach, supra note 40See: The Joint Declaration of 27 February 1999,

issued in the connection with the visit to China by the then Secretary General of the Communist Party, Le Kha Phieu,

reproduced in Vietnam Law & Legal Forum, 5, No. 54 (February 1999), p.  13the Joint Statement for comprehensive
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cooperation signed on 25 December 2000 by the two Foreign Ministers  of  the two countries,  Joint  Viet  Nam-China

Statement for Comprehensive Cooperation (take two), Vietnam News Agency (VNA) (26 December 2000), from the website

of the Vietnam News Agency, at  www.vnagency.com.vn/Asp/ Redanewse4.asp?FileN=frac2612.004 (accessed on 27

December 2000)and the Joint Communiqu?? of 8 October 2004, issued in connection with the visit of China's Prime Minister

Wen Jiabao to Vietnam, China and Vietnam Issues a Joint Communique, 8 October 2004, from the website of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China at www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjb/zzjg/yzs/ gjlb/2792/2793/t163759.htm
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N., Declaration on Parties' Conduct in South China Sea (the East Sea) - A Step towards the Establishment of the Code of
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Signed Agreements to boost Trade and Investment between RP and China, SAF-AGR-524-04 (September 2004), Press

Release,  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  from  the  website  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  at
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Press to the spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam. Answer to Correspondent by Mr. Le Dzung, The

Spokesman of the Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 9th September 2004, from the website of the Ministry of

Foreign  Affairs  of  Vietnam,  at  www.mofa.gov.vn/en/tt  baochi/pbnfn/  ns041028222202  (accessed  on  29  September
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SAF-AGR-133-05 (07 March 2005), Press Release, Department for Foreign Affairs, from the website of the Department of
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Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 15th March 2005, from the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Vietnam, at www.mofa.gov.vn/tt baochi/pbnfn/ ns050315170200/ (accessed on 17 March 2005)Information derived from
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