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CS. NGUYEN TAI CAN 

Sinhngay: 22.5.1926 
Dang vien Dang Cong san Viet Nam. 
Que quan: Thanh ChUdng, Nghe An. 
Qua trinh cong tac: 
• 1946 - 1949: Tham gia cong tac doan 

^ % the tai Nghe An. hoc Dai hoc Van khoa. 
\ *-^^ • 1949 - 1952: Giang day tai TrUdng 

Trung cap Su pbam, Lien khu IV. 
^g^j^f^mi^^^ • 19'"̂ '*̂  • ^^^4- TrUdng phdng ehuyen 
^ ^ ^ ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 mon Ty Giao due. Lien khu IV. 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ A ^ ^ B • 1955 - 1960: Chuyen gia Ngon ngii va 
^ I ^ B J ^ I ^ H Van hda tai DHTH Lenmgrat, Lien X6. 
• 1961 - 1992: Can bo giang day Bo mon Ngon ngii hoe. TrUdng 
Dai hoc Tong hdp Ha Noi nay la TrUdng Dai hoe Khoa hoc Xa 
hoi va Xban van - DHQGHN. 
• 1992: Nghi huu. 
Dude nban hoe vi Tien si nam 1960. 
DUdc phong hoc ham Giao su nam 1980. 
Hifdng nghien ctfu khoa hoc chu yeu: 

Nghien cdu cac van de ly luan ngon ngii. Tie'ng Viet hien 
dai, lich sU tieng Viet. Chu Nom va van ban Han Nom. 
Mot so ket qua dao tao va nghien c\i\x khoa hoc: 

Da CO 10 euo'n sach khoa hoe va tren 100 bai bao dudc cong 
bo d trong va ngoai nude. 
Khen thvfdng: 

Huan chUdng Kbang ehien hang Nhat va hang Nhi, Huan 
ehUdng Lao dong hang Nhat, Giai thudng Ho Chi Mmh ve khoa 
hoe va cong nghe (2000) va nhieu buy chUdng khac. 
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THAY TOI - TIEU KHUC THliBA, 
NHUNC DIEU CHI/A NOI 

Ihay tdi - GS. Nguyen Tai Can la mot ngUdi thay dae 
biet va dae sac. Theo ke. lue di hoc tha>' rat nghich 

ngdm nhung thong minh va nhd lau. Co Ian thi doe ca dao d Idp. 
thay da doc dUde 500 cau lien. Khi bude vao kbang ehien, tha\' 
vda hoc xong tu tai, theo Idi khuyen cua ngUdi anh (bae si 
Nguyen Tai Chat), thay da ve Nghe An tham gia kbang cbien. 
Trai qua nhieu canh vat va va ed ban trong cong tac thanh 
nien, nong hoi roi ve Ban tuyen truyen Khu uy khu IV, nam 
1949, thay vao Dang d huyen Thanh ChUdng. Nbiing ngUdi di 
trUde thay thay ed nang lUc chuyen mon nen da quyet dinb dua 
thay vao nganh giao due va thay Dang Thai Mai trUe tiep ren 
dua. Tu do. tha\" gan bd vdi nganh giao due sudt 42 nam ebo 
den khi nghi hUu. Ddi thay qua nhieu thang tram nhUng y chi 
rat cdng ran \'a tinh ngu>'en tac da giup thay vdng vang trong 
moi gian lao. 

Thay la ngudi song ddn gian. dam bae mac dau khong thieu 
thon. Thay ludn giu phong each la ngUdi xd Nghe va mot can bo 
khoa hoc eua dat nUde con ngheo. Tu>' vay. trong ddi tbiidng 
thay eUc ky vin nhon, di den dau la d do ed tieng cUdi sang 
khoai cua moi ngUdi, nhat la anh chi em sinh vien. 

Gid day tdi nhd lai... 
MUdi nam trUdc, khi thay 70, tdi da viet tieu khuc thd nhat. 

Chung toi ndi vdi thay: 

"Cugc vui nhd budi hdm nay, 

Chen mitng xin hen ngdy thay tdm mitdi". 

Roi eai ngay ay da den rat nhanh. Nhanh nhu thdi gian 
tang toe. 

Thay nay da tuoi 80 trdn. Vdc dang thay van nhanh nhen 
tuy lUng ed cdng hdn, toe cd bae hdn, nhUng trong khoa hoe thi 
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tu duy thay van tre trung. say me sang tao. Kho'i lUdng cong 
trinh cua thay that do so. Thay da nban Giai thUdng Ho Chi 
Minh, bude len dai vinh du cung vdi cac ten tuoi tien nhiem: 
Dao Duy Anh, Hoang Xuan Han, Tr^n Ddc Thao, Dang Thai 
Mai, Tran Van Giau... 

DUde b^t dau id mot gdi y van ehUdng cua hoc gia Hoang 
Xuan Han trUde do hdn 10 nam la phai chang cd the dUa vao 
cac chuf ky buy trong van ban "Truyen Kiiu" ma tim hieu lai 
lich cua ban Kieu go'e qua cac dien tien. Thay da tran trd, lao 
tam kho td va quyet dinb di vao mot van de den nay ehUa ai 
lam: dem phUdng phap eua ngon ngd hoe lich sd de nghien cdu 
van ban. Thay khdi dau vdi ban Kieu Duy Minh Thi (1872). Mot 
nghien cdu tu lieu do so da dUde cong bo'. Roi sau do la bo sach 
Idn nghien cdu ve cac van ban Kieu Nom. Thay, bang each tiep 
tuc nghien cdu eae chii ky buy trong tac pham, da la ngUdi dau 
tien dUa ra de xuat mdi ve thdi diem Nguyen Du sang tac 
"Truyen Kieu" khi nha thd ngoai 30 tuoi (1787 - 1790). NbOng 
bai viet gan day eiia thay mang tinh khai pha da gay xon xao 
du luan gidi nghien cdu co hoe ve nhiing y tUdng mdi, rat manh 
bao ma cd cd scJ khoa hoc. 

Thanh cong lien tuc trong hoc thuat eiia thay chmh la d cho: 
ong cd mot phUdng phap tu duy rat hien dai va dung dan. Thay 
nam rat vuEng cac nguon ly luan ngon ngii hoc d eae bo'i canh 
lich sii khac nhau. Manh dan nhUng can trong, thay da dng 
dung cd ket qua eae ly thuyet ngii hoc vao tu lieu ban ngii, ca 
hien dai va lich sii, md ra nhiing y tUdng rat mdi. 

Toi nhd lai nhiing sU kien tii hdn 40 nam trUdc. 

Nam 1961, thay ve nUdc sau nhiing nam thang giang day 
tieng Viet va Van hoa Viet d Khoa Han hoc, TrUdng Dai hoc 
Tong hdp Leningrat. Thay da tham gia tich cUc vao sU khdi dau 
cua Bo mon Viet Nam hoc d day va nha trUdng da coi thay la 
mot trong nhiing sang lap vien cua nganh Viet ngut. 

Thay bao ve luan an tien si Ngii van dau tien cua nUdc ta d 
Lien X6 (1960). "Tit loai danh tit tieng Viet" la chuyen luan ngii 
hoc dUdc viet ra vao lue Cau true luan thinh thdi nhUng khong 
dUdc khuyen khich vi dang c6 ehien tranh lanh. Tuy viet d chau 
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Au nhUng thay da khong hi euo'n vao each nhin "Di Au vi trung" 
eiia tU duy "hinh thai hoc eo dien" vo'n rat phu hdp vdi truyen 
thong cua cac ngon ngi3 bien to. Th^y da tim each xuat phat id 
ban ngii ket hdp kheo leo vdi phUdng phap phan bo eiia Mieu ta 
luan va ca truyen tho'ng Han ngd hoe de de xuat khai niem 
Danh ngii va mot mo hinh cau true eiia nd nhU da di vao sach 
giao khoa suo't may chue nam nay. Thay chi eho xuat ban 
ehuyen luan nay (1975) khi tU tUdng eiia nd da dUdc xac lap qua 
thUe te thang tram. Giao sU A.Xapchenko, thay hudng dan luan 
an ciia toi, trong mot Ian hudng d^n xemina ve Td loai (1976), 
da ndi vdi cac nghien cdu sinh: "Vao thdi diem dau nam 60 md 
Nguyin Tdi Can viet Ngit phap tieng Viet dudi anh hudng cua 
Cdu true luan la mdi lam va rat manh dan trong Dong phUOng 
hgc". 

Trd ve vdi giang dUdng dai hoc trong nUde (1961), thay da 
kien tri tdng bUde pho bien nhiing tu tUdng tien tien cua Dong 
phUdng hoc. Ldp sinh vien chung tdi ngay ay Ian dau tien dUde 
biet den ten tuoi eiia Meillet, Bodouin De Courtenay, Sherba, 
Polivanov, Dragunov Kholodovich... qua nhiing bai giang ngii 
phap cua thay. Thay gdi y va truyen ba nhdng tU tUdng hoc 
thuat rat quan trong lien quan den tie'ng Viet nhUng khong 
theo 16'i CO dien la giang thuan ly thuyet ma thay lam nhiing 
viec rat cu the. 

Tdi nhd lai... MCia thu nam 62, ldp toi le ra hoc ngii phap 
tieng Viet, nhUng thay da khong len ldp ngay, khong gidi thieu 
nhuCng gi thay da nghien cdu dUde, ke ca trong luan an cua 
thay. La Chu nhiem bo mon, thay yeu cau chung toi hoc mon 
Ngii am tieng Viet trUdc. Thay giao cho thay Nguyin Phan 
Canh, mot giang vien tre, nhanh nhen va cd phUdng phap sU 
pham tot, len ldp cho chung tdi mot loat bai giang sau do chung 
toi mdi biet do la noi dung cong trinh nghien cdu ciia Gordina, 
mot mon de cua Dong phUdng hoe Xd Viet. Chung toi da hieu 
dUdc r i ng am tiet cd cUdng vi quan trong nhU the nao trong 
tie'ng Viet, cau true ciia nd, sU ddi lap giiia thanh mau va van 
mau, giai thuyet ve thanh dieu... thay con gidi thieu cac giai 
phap khac niia, chang han nhu ciia Andreev, Haudricourt, Le 
Van Ly... Hoc di doi vdi hanh, thay ren cho chung toi ky nang 

39 



ghi Am am vi hoc va Ngd am hoc. Cai thd bai kbd lAm vi phai 
cd cai tai th inh, nghe tot ma toi thi khong cd. Hoc xong mon 
nay, mot hdm thay goi may dda chung tdi chung toi len giao 
trach nhiem: Bo Giao due vira nhd tbc^y cung thay Hoang Tue 
.soĉ n xong mot bo saeh "Ngit phdp tieng Viet" cho trUdng pho 
thong day thd d Ha Xoi va se cho day d trUdng TrUng VUdng va 
mot \'ai ti-udng. Chung tdi phai ve doe ky bo sach na\ ' . sau do se 
theo eae thay di kien tap. Bo sach do tha t la tot. Den nay toi 
chUa thay bo nao tot hdn the vi le quan mem eua saeh nay I'at 
mdi. rat Viet Nam. cd tinh sii pham cao, n h a t la cd nhieu bai 
tap hay va thiet thUe. Tiee thay. ngay ay. Bo Giao due da td 
choi nban rong sach va khong cho day dai t ra . Thdi dd. viec in 
an ra t khd, thay thudng dua nhUng tai lieu quy eho chung tdi 
chep tay. Toi nhd thay dUa cho tdi chep mot ban sach danh may 
tieng Nga euo'n "Ngit phdp tieng Hdn" eua A. Dragunov (1941). 
Thay da bd mot khoan tien Idn thue danh may de m a n g ve nUdc 
vi saeh nay ed n h d n g y tUdng ra t quan trong ve Dong phUdng 
hoc, t rong dd cd viec danh gia "hinh tiet" (Morphosyllabema) 
chinb la mot loai "ddn vi chat lUdng" eua ngii phap mot ngon 
ngd ddn h\p. Chep ta\ ' xong roi thi t ap dieb sang t ieng Viet, vda 
hoc kien tbde vda hoe ngoai ngii. Nhd dd ma toi con nhd nd den 
ngi^>' hdm naw 

Trong nbung thang nam ehien t r a n h gian kho, khi trUdng 
sd t an d huyen Dcai Td, t inh Bae Thai (nay la Thai Nguyen), 
thay bude vao tuoi 40. Nay ai 40 tuoi thi thay eon tre him, 
nhUng thud ay trong tb^^y gia va khac kho. Thay da ed nhieu 
nep nban t ren t r an vi suy nghi. 0 Dai Td, thay t iep tuc pha t 
trien cac tu tUdng da hinh thanh: Mot bai viet ve tit tiet 
(Slovomorphema) da dUde cong bd, kh^ng dinb t inh t r u n g gian 
eiia am tiet t ieng Viet t rong mo'i quan he giiia t d va h inh vi 
t ruyen thong. Mot bai danh eho viec dung doan ngit, nhU mot 
tieu chuan phan bd. de "cai tien cdng tac" phan dinb td loai 
t ieng Viet. Toi van nhd hai ban bao cao ay Ian lUdt dUdc thay 
t r inh bay trong cai Ian nda cua ldp vd long d xdm HUng Dao, xa 
Van Tho trong hoi nghi khoa hoc cua Khoa, mua he n a m 1966. 

Cudn saeh "Ngit phdp tieng Viet" (tieng - td ghep - doan 
ngu) noi t ieng (1975) dUdc thay khdi thao td n a m 1967 d Dai Td 
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den lue bet sd tan trd ve Ha Ndi (1969) thi vda xong. NhUng 
thAy tran trd mai, dUa ban viet tay cho anh em chung toi doe, 
lam xemina ebo sinh vien nhieu khoa, thay than trong tung chi 
tiet, cau ehii. Nhd nhat la th^y tran trd khi de xuat giai phap 
"mot trung tam, hai vi tri (T.l. T.2)" cho cau true danh ngii. Chi 
den lue that an tam tha\' mdi cho in. Giao sU V.Xonxev, cd Ian 
da ndi: "Nguyen Tdi Can, ong ay that sU dd tao ra mot trUdng 
phai cua Viet ngit hgc". 

Chung toi mong mudn thay tiep tuc viet ve cu phap tieng 
Viet, nhUng thay ndi: "Day thi ditdc thdi. Tdi vdn day day chit, 
nhUng nghien citu thi phdi cd thdi gian, md ly luan qudc te thi 
dang thay ddi nhanh chdng lam. Ngay N. Chomsky mdi dd 
(1957, 1965) md dd thay ddi roi. Cd le phdi de cho ldp sau nhgy 
ben hdn!". Trong thUc te, thay da tim den mot sd trUdng manh 
hdn va khd ai lam dUde trong nhiing ngUdi cung thdi va ca sau 
thay neu khong cd von: "Nghien citu Viet ngU hgc lich sit". Ba 
miii nghien cdu thay cho trien khai cung mot lue: Han - Nom, 
Ngii am lich sii tieng Viet va NgU phap lich sU tieng Viet. Thay 
chu trUdng keo ca hoe trd va dong nghiep cung lam. Mot niia 
Giai thUdng Ho Chi Minh cua thay thuoe lanh vUe nay. 

Trong mua he ndng bong eua ehien tranh nam 1972, thay 
trd chung toi lai chay tan cU tranh bom My. Dau he chung toi 
theo thay di day mot ldp dai hoe Thong tin - Van hoa sd tan d 
Dan PhUdng, Ha Tay. Budi trUa, moi ngUdi hay danh ed hoae 
ngu trUa dUdng sde d nha dan, con thay thi tranh thu mang 
saeh but Ian la ra quan nUde dau lang de lam viec. Quan nUde 
ke vao ngdi mieu xUa, thay cd chii Han, thay lien kiem thang 
treo len sat ndc eoi thi thay cd nhiing tam van cd ehuf eo. La nha 
khoa hoc day dan, thay da nhanh chdng phat hien ra mot kho 
quy van khac ddi Le sd ma lich sii in an mdi chi biet den thdi 
diem muon hdn. Dd la ban khac van ban "Cao thUdng Nggc 
hoang Bon hanh Tap kinh" rat quy. Thay da danh cdng sde 
khao luan ban nay va viet mot loat bai dong gdp khien cho gidi 
sU hoc va CO hoc chu y. Toi biet thay da chuyen sU chu y sang 
linh vUc Han hoe. 

Cuo'i thap ky 70 la thdi ky khd khan ciia nude ta trong doi 
ngoai. Vdi ban linh va am hieu tinh hinh, thay da quyet dinh 
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eho xuat ban.- "Nguon gdc sU hinh thanh each dgc Hdn - Viet" 
(1979). Ai ciing cam thay ngai ng^n trong bd'i canh nbay cam va 
rat pbdc tap lue ay. Cuo'n sach cd noi dung rat phong phu va 
khoa hoc nay da nhanh chdng nhan dUde sU danh gia rat cao d 
trong va ngoai nUdc. Den nay, day vkn la cudn saeh tot nhat 
trong dia hat nay. Cud'n sach "Mot sd vdn de ve chit Nom" 
(1983) da cho thay mot 16'i tiep can mdi cua thay so vdi 16'i phan 
tich truyen tho'ng hien hiiu. B^ng ngii am lich sii va eae so sanh 
lich dai, thay da lam sang td them nguon go'e, cac I6'i viet chii 
N6m ciing nhU viec xac dinh tam va gidi ban ciia cac dUdng 
bien ciia chii N6m. Thay eon dd'i chieu Nom va Quo'e ngii sau 
khi cung ba (GS. Nona Stankevich - phu nban ciia thay, nguyen 
ciing la can bo Bo mon Ngon nguf hoc) chep tay ca ban td dien 
cua Alexandre De Rhodes. 10 nam sau, thay lai cho ra ddi cudn 
"Hdn vdn Ly - Trdn (qua thd Nguyin Trung Ngan)", gidi thieu 
mot 16'i nghien cdu van hoe Viet Nam c6 - trung dai theo each 
tiep can van ban eua Ng6n ngii hoe. Cu6'n sach da dUde gidi ngd 
Van hoe tiep nhan nong nhiet. 

Cuo'i thap ky 80, dau thap ky 90, thay da bat dau chuan bi 
viet giao trinh "NgU dm Lich sit tieng Viet" sau mot thdi gian 
dai tich luy tu lieu cho dia hat nay. Thay da cd nhiing cupc trao 
doi khoa hoc rat bd ich vdi cac nha khoa hoe danh tie'ng nhu 
Haudricourt, Diffloth, Ferlus... ve tien Viet - Mudng, M6n -
Khdme, Nam A, Meo - Dao, trong cac chuyen di day va nghien 
cdu d Phap va My. Thay ciing da cd mot nbdm hoc trd quan tam 
va theo hoc: Sokolovskaja, Nguyen Van Ldi, Tran Tri Doi, 
Barbara... "NgU dm lich sit tieng Viet" (1995) la euo'n giao trinh 
"Lich sit tieng Viet" md diu rat sau sac va nghiem tuc eho mon 
hoe nay d Dai hoe Qudc gia Ha Noi. 

Thay nghi hUu nam 1992, nhUng thay dau ed ngdi nghi. S6' 
trang thay viet ra trong 10 nam qua eon dai hdn lue di lam. 
Thay vim can mSn, sang tao va triet de trong hoc thuat nbUng 
rat mem mong trong xu the. Thay van khuyen giai chung tdi 
phai that tha va khiem t6'n. Thay khong vui khi nghe hoc trd 
chii quan, ehUa chiu hoc den ndi den cho'n. Toi nhd ldi thay: 
"Phdi ludn ludn ddi mdi nhUng can that sU cdu thi. Tranh luan 
la dehgc nhau md phat trien. Ditng cd hieu thdng vao hU danh. 
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NgUdi ta cd ndi khac y minh thi vdn ludn hoc dUdc mot cdi gi 
day". 

ThUa thay, chung toi hieu rang nhieu lue van chUa lam 
thay Ung y, nhUng chung toi luon an tam cd thay d ben ehi bao. 
Chung toi van noi vdi nhau: thay la ngUdi quan txi, ca ddi thay 
khi xep hang thi luon luon diing sau, nhUng chinh la ddng 
trUdc vay. 

Nay thay bat tuan, nhin thay con manh va minh man. 
Chung tdi thay am long./. 

Dinh Van Diirc 
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