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Hom nay han 1a mot ngay dep troi. Toi dén day véi cac ban véi tu cach la
mot gido su tiéng Anh va cling la mot nha tho nguwoi My tiing c¢é mat tai cudc
chién tranh ¢ Viét Nam. Ciing chinh hoan canh nay da khién cho t6i trd thanh mot
dich gia tho Viét Nam. Trong sudt nhitng ndm thang chién tranh, ndm 1971 — 1972,
toi da cd dip du ngoan dén mién qué mién Nam cta Viét Nam, véi chiéc may ghi
am trén tay, toi da suu tam va ghi lai duwoc nhitng bai tho truyén miéng ma nguoi
ta van goi do 1a “ca dao”, sau nay nhiing bai tho nay da dugc dich trong Ca dao
Viet Nam: Tho ca dan gian Viét Nam.

Nam 2000, toi da hop tac cung véi mot nha xuat ban tho tén tudi 6@ My la
Copper Canyon Press xuat ban cudn Tho H6 Xuin Huong. Han la véi cac ban, ai
cting biét tén tu6i H6 Xuan Huong nha tho Viét Nam cu6i thé'ky XVIII dau thé ky
XIX. Bai viét cua toi tap trung vao s6 ménh dang nhé ctia cudén sach dé va sy cam
thu nay c6 1é cling noi 1én phan nao truyén thong lau doi ctia van hoc Viét Nam
dwoc viét bgmg mot kiéu ky tw c6 goi la chtt Nom, loai cht da c6 mat trong thuw
vién thé gidi ngay nay.

That su, chang c6 gi dang ngac nhién khi tho ca ciia My khong hé ban chay.
Mot nha tho ndi tiéng dwong thoi voi mot cudn sach ban duoc tir 1.000 - 4.000 ban
cho hon 300 triéu nguwoi dan My da la mét di€u dang ngac nhién. Nhitng bai tho
duoc dich thi cling khong may to6t hon. Thé nén nha xuat ban cta toi da to ra hoai
nghi khi toi dé xuat 1a sé xuat ban mot cudn sach dich nhitng bai tho cia mot nguoi
phu n&t da mat cach day 200 nam, nguoi phu nit ma khong hé duoc biét dén o My.
Hon nita, cudn sach ma t6i dé xuat lai phtc tap va phi xuét ban lai cao. N6 da dwoc
in thanh 3 loai ch@: 1) Cht*t Nom do HO Xuan Huwong viét. 2) Chir quoc ngi.
3) Ban dich tiéng Anh. Chit Ném chua bao gid dugc in trudc d6 bang ban in hay
ban photo. Chung t6i in loai chir ¢6 nay 1an dau tién trong lich st.

Dai hoc Qudc gia North Carolina.
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Trudce su ngac nhién cua moi nguoi, cudén sach da thanh cong ngay lap ttec,
bang chiing 1a né da duoc gidi truyén thong dai ching ciia My va Dai BBC ciing
nhu gidi bao chi toan nudc My ndi téi rat nhiéu. Cudi ndm 2000, tai mot budi
chiéu dai & Ha Noi, Tong théng My Bill Clinton da nhéc dén cudn sach nay nhuw
mot cau ndi van hoa gitta qua kh va hién tai. Hién nay, no van duoc in va ban
duoc trén 20.000 ban.

Lam sao ma mot cudn sach voi 50 bai tho ciia mot tac gia Viét Nam da mat
cach day 200 nam, dugc in bang mot loai chit ma rat it nguoi con s6ng & Viét Nam
c6 thé hiéu r6 duwgc nira 1a doc gia nguoi My, lai duwoc don nhan nhu vay? Va lam
sao ma thanh cong ctia cudn sach nay lai thu hat su quan tdm cua nhitng nha
nghién ctru trong Hoi thao qudc t&' Viét Nam hoc lan thit ba? Mot phan cau tra 1oi
nay nam & nhitng bai tho néi tiéng cta nit sy HO Xuan Huong, mot phan né lai
nam trong lich si 1.000 ndgm hinh thanh chét Nom ma ba la mot trong nhiing
ngudi cudi cling viét tho bang chir Nom.

Di san ch@t Nom la kho bau 16n ctia nén van hoa Viét nam, khong dwoc biét
nhiéu trén thé gidi va ngay o Viét Nam ngay nay cling rat it nguwoi biét dén. Trong
khoang thoi gian Viét Nam thoat khoi ach thong tri ctia Trung Qudc vao nam 939
sau CN, cac hoc gia Viét Nam da sang tao ra cht Nom nhu mét loai chir ¢ viét
cho ngdn ngtt noi. Tk thé' ky X dén thé' ky XX, da cé rat nhiéu tac pham van hoc,
kinh, st, luat phdp, y hoc va ton gido, duong 16i chinh sach cua chinh pha duoc
viét bang chit Ném. Trong sudt 14 ndm nha Tay Son tri vi (1788 — 1802), tat ca
nhtng tai liéu hanh chinh da duoc viét béng chtt Nom. 1000 lich st van hoa Viét
Nam da dwgc ghi lai trong hé thong chit viét nay. Di san nay ngay nay bi mat mat
di kha nhiéu, phan 16n nguoi Viét Nam khong doc duoc chtr Nom, va cling phan
16n van ban Han Nom hién dang trong nguy co mat mat.

Midc du cho dén ngay nay, chit Nom rat it duoc st dung va biét dén, va mac
du Viét Nam da buéc vao thé ky thit XXI, chit Nom van gitt mot vi tri quan trong
trong long nguwoi Viét Nam. Chir Nom dai dién cho qua khtt trong nhitng phat
ngon cua nguoi Viét, ch khong phai la chtt Han. Tho Nom dwgc thé hién trong
cam nhan cta nhitng hoc gia 16n nhu Nguyén Trai (1380 — 1442) va sau nay la
Nguyén Du (1765 — 1820), nhitng nha vin hod Viét Nam vi dai. Duéi ngoi but caa
H6 Xuan Huwong, Nguyén Du, chiing ta cam nhan dwoc s phan cta con nguoi
bang mot chat tho sac sao, la ky.

Ho6 Xuan Huong, cai tén duoc dich sang tiéng Anh la “Spring Essence”, sinh
vao cudi thoi Hau Lé, mot thoi ky r6i ren va khung hoang. Danh tiéng cta nit sy
v6i tu cdch mot nha tho va cling 13 mot nha van hoa van con nguyén ven. Cac bai
tho ctia H6 Xuan Huong dugc viet bang chit Han, nhung ba van wa thich chir
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NOm hon. Véi thé tho Duong ludt, nit sy da lam khong biét bao nhiéu nhitng bai
tho hay noi vé canh dep, tinh yéu bat tan hay nhitng vat twéng chiing nhuw rat
thong thuong nhw cai quat, banh trdi nwdce hay cac loai hoa qua, con &c sén... Hau
hét nhing bai tho cia H6 Xuan Huong déu an chita hai 16p nghia: nghia den va
nghia bong. Trong dao Khong, nhitng dé tai cdm ki nhu thiéu nit khoa than hay
bat ct cai gi lién quan dén tinh duc déu khong dwgc chdp nhan. Vi thé nhitng dé
tai nay da khong duoc ua thich trong moét thoi gian, tham chi néu khong tuan thu,
sé bi trirng phat boi guwom dao. Vay ma H6 Xuan Huong van viét nhitng bai tho
néi 1én sy muc rudng ctia ché’ dd xa hoi phong kién ngay ca o nhitng ton nghiém
nhu chtia chién. Chwa han vay, do giong diéu dam chat tho, trong sang, tho Ho
Xuan Huong da nhe nhang di vao long ngwoi. Nhirng bai tho ctia ba da duogc chép
lai bang tay 100 ndm, trudc khi 1an cudi cing ho tim thay ban khac gd vao nam
1909. Bay 1a mét so vi du:
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Péo Ba Doi
Mot deo, mot deo, lai mot deo,
Khen ai khéo tac canh cheo leo.
Ctra son d0 loét tum hum néc,
Hon d4 xanh ri lan phun réu.
Lat 1o canh thong con gié thdc,
Dam dia 14 liéu giot swong gieo.
Hién nhan, quan tt ai ma chang...

Moi g6i, chon chan van mudn treo.
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Three-Mountain Pass
A cliff face. Another. And still a third.
Who was so skilled to carve this craggy scene:
the cavern’s red door, the ridge's narrow cleft,
the black knoll bearded with little mosses?
A twisting pine bough plunges in the wind,
showering a willow’s leaves with glistening drops.
Gentlemen, lords, who could refuse, though weary
and shaky in his knees, to mount once more?

Mot trong nhiing nét ca tinh trong tho cia H6 Xuan Huong la kha nang cua
ba trong viéc am chi nhitng thit rat ngd nghinh bang viéc nhan cach hoa. Tiéng
Viét, nhu moi nguoi da biét, co thé truyén tai ndi dung mang tinh da nghia. Vi the,
trén thuc té, ching ta duwgc moi dén d€ tham quan moét ngon nuti, nhung nguoi
Viét lai nhan cach hoa né thanh mot cai gi khac nita. Hinh anh cay tung thuong
khiéh nguoi ta lién tudng téi ngudi nam, con cay lidu lai khién nguoi ta lién tudng
téi nguoi nit. Tiéng Anh, khi thiéu am diéu du sao van cé thé hidu dwoc can c
vao mot sd tir don am bat nguodn tir Anglo-Saxon, ma dich gia c6 thé dich 1a “khe”
hai “nti”, ca hai van chap nhan duoc véi hai 16p nghia. Va tiéhg Viét, ciing c6 rat
nhiéu t&r kinh can dé noi vé canh may rau nhu: hién nhin, quin ti.

H6 Xuan Huong duong nhuv da van dung nhing diéu nay vao thé tho
Puong luat, mot thé tho da dugc st dung trong tho van thé'ky VIII & Trung Quaoc.
Trong nhiéu bai tho ctia minh, ba da bién tau thé tho nay khac véi truyén thong.
Thé tho nay da bi pha vé boi mot nguoi phu nit da chiing kién cudc ndi chién
hang thé'ky va su sup do cua xa hoi phong kién. Nhitng tac phdm cta ba luon dat
quyén binh dang nam nit 1én hang dau, ludn bénh vuc nhitng ngudi phu nit
ngheo, nhitng ngwoi ludn dat bon phan ctia minh 1én trén hét ma khong co tiéng
noéi dau tranh cho riéng minh.

Tuwong truyén, ba thuong soan nhiing bai tho phtic tap nhw thé ngay tai chd,
dua tho ra tir trong dau. Do la cach choi cht 6 mirc dd cao nhat. Hon niva, nhuw
mot cai nhin sang sudt vé mién thanh tinh Phat gido, ba co6 thé tiép tuc choi giong
diéu tai nghé ¢ cac mitc nghiém trang hon.
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Dai khan xuan
Em 4i, chiéu xuan t6i khan dai,
Lang lang chang bon chit tran ai.
Ba hoi chiéu mé chudng gam song,
Mot viing tang thwong nudc 10n troi.
B€ ai ngan trung khon tat can,
Ngudn an mudn truong dé khoi voi.
Nao nao cuc lac la dau ta?

Cuec lac Ia day, chin rd muoi.

Spring-Watching Pavilion

A gentle spring evening arrives,

Airily, unclouded by worldly dust.

Three times the bell tolls echoes like a wave,
We see heaven upside down in sad puddles.
Love's vast sea cannot be emptied,

And springs of grace flow easily everywhere.
Where is nirvana?

Nirvana is here, nine times out of ten.

Khi H6 Xuan Huong lam tho, ba con dua tén minh vao trong tho that tu
nhién: Xuan c6 nghia la “spring”. Trong bai tho ctia minh, H6 Xuan Huong ciing
rat cht trong dén chit “Ai”. “Em 4i”, hai am tiét ddu ctia bai tho c6 nghia 1a “yéu”,
hay “long thwong”, tham chi la “diu dang”, duwoc ndi dén trong cac dé tai Phat
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gido. Ai 1a mot thuat ngit truyén thong ctia ngroi Mahayana. Khi nhitng tiéhg
chudng chua rung lén, “tiéng chudng goi cho chung ta nhé dén mot noi thanh
tinh”, nhu ching ta da thdy miéu ta trong nhitng bai tho cd cua dai thi hao
Nguyén Du trong cudn Truyén Kiéu. Am thanh ctia tiéhg chudéng chtia goi lai mot
tht gi d6 rat thiéng liéng, khi d6 ching ta cam thay thanh binh. Thuc sy, khi
ching ta nhin xuéng chan minh, chi thdy bau troi va nhitng ddm may xung
quanh. Troi dat nhw hoa lam mot. Coi Niét ban va cdi tran déu nhw nhau. Bai tho
an chta trong d6 nhitng tir kho, mot trong nhitng khai niém quan trong ctia Phat
gido. Ai va dn trong dong 5 va 6 c6 thé gop lai thanh mot tir di dn, nghin va muon
cting c6 thé hiéu la rong 1on. Phép so sanh dugc 4p dung trong tat ca cac dong
tho trong bai.

Dam chim trong nhiing bai tho tuyét voi khi tdi dich cusn H6 Xuan Huong
da khién t6i ban khoan: Con gi dn sau trong nhing tac phdm cht Nom chwa dugc
biét dén? Nam 1999, t6i bit dau lam viéc & Hoi Bao ton chit Ndm vdi hai dong suw
la chuyén gia cong nghé théng tin va nha ngdn ngit hoc James D6 B4 Phudc va
Ng6 Thanh Nhan. Chang t6i cung voi nha toan hoc Ngd Trung Viét da cé mot
khoang thoi gian dai nghién cttu vé di san cht Nom. Sau nay, nhom chiung t6i c6
thém hai chuyén gia cong nghé thong tin khac dén tir chau Au va My. Tai My,
chung t6i da sat nhap va lap ra mot t6 chic phi chinh phu. Ching t6i cling da
thanh lap mot van phong dai dién & Ha Noi c6 tén: Nom Na véi sy gép mat cua 4
ban tré nguoi Viét. Ho rat yéu thich chit Nom va nhiing van dé cong nghé. Chi
trong vong c6 10 nam, ching t6i da hoan thanh nhitng budc dau tién trong viéc
xuat ban va s6 hoa cac tac pham chtr Nom:

e Tu dién chit Nom truc tuyén.

e Ma hod duoc khoang 20.000 chit, dong nhat sang tiéng Viét.

e Tiép tuc hd tro viec dwa chit Nom vao nhdm cong tac qudc t& IRG.

e Xuatban cudn tir dién chtr Nom hién dai dau tién Gitip doc Ném va Hin - Viét.

e HJ tro cho viéc xuat ban cudn tir dién chit Nom 5 dau tién, the Taberd
Dictionarium Anamitico-Latinum of 1838.

e T4 chtrc hai hoi nghi quoc t& (Ha Noi, 2004; Hué, 2006) va xuat ban hai an
pham.

o Kho chit Hin Nom md hod, tai liéu ky thuat, xuat ban cung Vién Nghién cttu
Han Nom (Han-Nom Institute), v€ Bo ky tw Nom ma hoa.

e Trén website http://nomfoundation.org ching t6i da dang nam phién ban
cht Nom c6 thé tra ctru duoc cta Truyén Kiéu, cing nhu phién ban 1697 cua
Dai Viét st ky toan th.
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e Trao hoc bong cht Nom cho cac hoc gia My va cho sinh vién Viét Nam.

Trong hai ndam qua, hgp tac véi Thu vién Qudc gia, chung toi da xay dung
mot thu vién s6 hoa kho thu tich ¢6 Han Nom véi 4.000 cudn sach. Day sé la mot
thw vién sd hoa dau tién ¢ Viét Nam va tat ca cac cudn sach sé duoc dang lén
trang http://nomfoundation.org/nlvnpf/index.php. Cong viéc hién tai ctia chiing
t6i & Thu vién Qudc gia sé ¢6 y nghia rat 16n vi cac cudn sach ¢8 duwgc viét bang
chit Han, chi*r Nom c6 thé duoc danh gia boi doc gia trén khap thé gidi véi mot
chiéc mdy tinh ndi mang. Dy 4n s6 hoa kho thw tich ¢c6 Han Nom sé la mot canh
ctra ndi gitra hién tai va qua khtt. Hién nay, dudi sy hudng dan cua Dr. John F.,
Truong Dai hoc Cornell va véi su tai tro ctia Thu vién Treong DPai hoc Carolina,
chung t6i dang chuan bi tién hanh cong viéc bao quan kho thuw tich c6 tai Thu vién
Qudc gia.

Mot s6 luong 16n cac cudn sach duogc viét bang chit Nom khong chi ¢ tho
ma con ¢ sach stt, ton gido, y hoc..., tat ca dang cho doi sw hd tro va déng goép
ctia ddc gia trén khap thé gidi. Tai Viét Nam, cac ban chit Nom bao gdm ca nhitng
cudn sach cong va tu. O ngoai Viét Nam, cac tdc phdm chit Ném bi phan tan, chua
duoc doc tdi, chua duoc phan loai, tham chi bi mat nhan dang trong thoi thudc
dia cti. Viét Nam khong thé dé mat dan di san van hoa. Dac biét la khi nén van hoa
phuwong Tay co veé nhu dang du nhap nhanh chong vao Viét Nam. Qua khtt, tham
chi la qua kh phong kién, du sao ciing d€ lai nhitng 10i khuyén c6 y nghia cho
tuong lai.
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