MOT CACH NHIN KHAC VE CAU TRUC “THERE + BE + NP”
TRONG NGU PHAP TIENG ANH

Ding Ngoc Huong”

|, Ditvan dad

Céu trac “There+ be + NP”, vi du: There is nothing valuable in the room (Chdang
c6 cai gi dang gid trong can phong nay) 1a mot ciu triic rat co ban trong tiéng Anh. C6 thé
noi réng trong bat ctr cudn sach hoc tiéng Anh co ban nao, trong bat ctr cudn sach ngir
phap tleng Anh co ban nao ciing déu gidi thiu cau tric nay va phan 16n cac tai liéu déu
ndi rang trong cau tric véi there mang nghia ton tai nhu trén thi Chu ngtt 1a danh ngir sau
be. C6 nhiéu 1y do cho nhan dinh d6, nhung tuu trung lai c6 mot sd Iy do co ban sau: there
khong phai 1a cha ngir day du, there khong la tham to trong cau vi khong c6 noi dung
nghia, there chi 1a chi ngir c phap (4:153), con danh ngir sau be mai chi khai niém, mai
chi phédi hinh thai ngir phap cua dong tir, do vay méi 1a chu ngit day du cia cau (4:45).
Qua khao sat va tim hiéu, ching t6i cam nhan rang, c6 thé c6 mot cai nhin khéac vé cau
trdc ndy, cau trac there + be + NP 14 cu tric cau binh thuong, c6 there ding dau cau 1am
cha ngit va NP sau dong tir be 12 bo chi ngir (subject complement).

I1. Tir “there” v6i nghia “hién hiru” trong ngir phap tiéng Anh

Trong nhitng ndm 60-70 cua thé ky trude, cac nha Anh ngir hoc khong goi there
dung dau cau 1a cha ngir, khdng xép there thudc tir loai nao béi 18 there co dic tinh riéng
biét, khong giéng va ciing khong ddi 1ap vai bat cir tir loai nao, khdng tir nao c6 thé thay
thé dugc there. Do vy, da phan cac hoc gia nhu Pence (6:146-47), Cook (8:216) goi there
la tir “chém” (expletive there) hoic tir 1ap day (filler), trong cau there dugc coi nhu chat
xuc tac (catalyst) trong hoa hoc gop phan tao nén phan tmg, con chii ngit 12 danh ngir sau
dong tir be. Trong tir dién Anh-Viét (10:1777), there dugc xép vao loai trang tir (adverb)
dung dau cau thay cho chu ngit. Chalker (1:19) nhan xét rang, c6 hai cach kién giai ddi
véi there: cach thir nhat cho there la dang ddo nguoc nhan manh There + verb + subject
va céch kién giai thir hai coi there 1a chu ngir gia (dummy subject). Khao sat cho thay ring
cho dén nay hau hét cac tai liéu tiéng Anh déu cho rang trong cau ton tai tiéng Anh c6 hai
chu ngir: there la chu ng@r hinh thirc con chu ngir that 1a danh ngir sau dong tir be.

Néu xét vé tir loai cuia there trong cau trac, ching t6i nhan thay, trong cau ton tai
tiéng Anh néu cho there 12 trang tir diing trong cau triic ddo ngugc duong nhu khong c6
stre thuyét phuc, ly do 1a trong cau hoi va cau tra 1oi ngan thi trang tir khong thé 1a cha
ngir va do vay khong thé di vai trg dong tir; trong ngdn ngir noi, there & cau ton tai khong
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doc manh, khdng c6 trong am (unstressed) nhu there la trang ngit chi noi chon, hon nita
trang tir chi noi chén there c6 thé xuat hién trong ciu ton tai, vi du: (1) Is there anybody
there? - Yes, there’s me (C6 ai ¢ do khong? - C0, 0 toi).

Chung t6i di theo quan diém “tén goi cta tir loai mang tinh truyén théng, va ban
than tir loai va nhitng mdi quan hé ctia nhiing tén goi déu khong phai la co sé an toan gilp
hiéu nghia cta chung, phuong phap hiéu tét nhat 1a phai dya vao dic tinh ngir phap”
(9:75) va theo quan diém cua Huddleston (2002), cho ring there 1a dai tir nhan xung
(personal pronoun). Ly do ching ti c6 su lya chon ndy Ia vi: giong nhu dai tir, there
khong thay do6i hinh thai, ciing gidng nhu dai tir nhan xung khac, there c6 thé 1am chu ngir
va tan ngit trong cau. So sanh:

(2)a. There’s some problem in it. (Trong chuyén dé c6 mot s tryc tric.)

b. I don’t want there to be any problem in it (T6i khéng muén c6 bat ctr mét truc
trac nao trong chuyén do).

Déi v6i nghia sir dung, ching tdi nhan thay rang giéng nhu dai tir nhan xung ngdi
thir nhat va tha hai, s6 it va sd nhiéu |, we, you, trong cau there ¢ quy chiéu ngoai ngon
ngtr (extralinguistic reference), théng bao viéc hién hiru hay khoéng hién hiru ctua sy vat
trong mot canh hudng nhat dinh. Do vay, khéng thé noi: *There is a book (C6 mét quyén
sach) ma khdng c6 hoan canh cu thé. Trong cac tai liéu ngit phéap tiéng Anh, hau hét cac
tac gia déu nhan xét rang there khdng c6 nghia quy chiéu hoac tréng nghia. Tuy nhién,
ching t6i cam nhan rang, trong nhiing truong hop nhu (3b) dudi dy, nghia sir dung cua
there ¢ thé cam nhan dugc, bdi 1€ nghia ctia cau (3b) khac véi nghia cua cau (3a),
cau (3a) noi téi vi tri cOn cau (3b) ndi vé su hién dién cua Mai. So sanh:

(3)a. Mai’s in the room. (Mai & trong phong - Where’s Mai?)

b. There’s only Mai in the room. (Chi c6 Mai ¢ trong phong - *Where is Mai?)

Vé y nghia ngir phap, there chi c6 mot dang tir nhung nghia s it hodc sé nhiéu cua
tir trong cau 1a tuy thudc vao nghia ctua nguoi nodi. Trong tiéng Anh ¢6 mot sé dai tir “hai
trong mot” giéng nhu there, do la you, they, who, which, that, vi du:

(4)a. Where are your students? - They are outside. (Sinh vién cua anh dau? - Ho ¢
bén ngoai.)

b. When a student is learning to write in English, they make mistakes at first (Khi
mét sinh vién nao d6 hoc viét tiéng Anh thi ldc ddu nguoi ay thudng méc 16i).

(5)a. Take the book which is lying on the table (Hay liy quyén sach dang nam trén
ban dy — 10:1945)

b. Take the books which are / *is lying on the table.

There gidng véi dai tir quan hé who, which, that & chd khong c6 nghia quy chiéu chi
vat, chi dung trong cdu véi vai tro chu ngir, dai tir quan hé who, which, that thay cho danh
tir dimg trude, con there ndi téi sy hién hitu hoic hién dién cua sy vat trong thuc té. Diéu
khéac biét giita there va dai tir quan hé 13, nghia s6 it hay s6 nhiéu cua dai tir quan hé duoc
nhan biét nho tién ngit, cOn nghia s it hay s6 nhiéu cua there lai do ngudi néi quyét dinh.



Péi voi kha nang 1am chil ngit ctia there trong cau ton tai, ching t6i c6 duoc su cam
nhan d6 1a dua trén mét sb co sd sau:

- Trude hét, ¢6 thé thay rang giéng nhu cac dai tir nhan xung khéc, khi lam chu ngi,
there dting dau cau néu thong bao vé viéc hién hitu/khdng hién hiru caa sy vat, trong cau
cau hoi ‘Co/Khong’ (Yes/No questions) there dung sau tro dong tir (auxiliary verbs) va
dung trude trg dong tir trong cau tra 101 ngén (short answers). So sanh:

(6)a. Is he a student? - Yes, he is (Cé phai anh ta 1a sinh vién khdng? - Phai)

b. Are there two men in the room? Yes, there/*they are (C6 phai c6 hai nguoi dan
ong trong phong khéng? - Bung)

- Thtr hai, trong cau hoi tach biét hay con goi 1a cau hoi c6 dudi (tag questions),
there chtr khong phai danh ngir sau be dugc nhéc lai, vi du: (7) There are two men in the
room, aren’t there/*they?(Co6 hai nguoi dan ong trong phong, ding khong?)

- Thir ba, khao sat cho thdy c6 nhiéu ching cit vé viéc there véi tu cach 1a cha ngir chi
phbi dong tir be trong cau, khong phai danh ngir sau be. D6 1, trong 16i néi khong hinh
thirc, trong cau ton tai dong tir vi ngir c6 thé ding & sb it trong khi danh ngit di sau dong tir
& s6 nhiéu, vi du: (8) There’s so many things to do (C6 nhiéu viéc phai 1am — 1:19), hoac
sau dong tir be ¢ thé co nhiéu danh tir trong mot danh muc nhung danh tir dimg sat be &
s6 it dong tir vi ngit ciing ¢ s6 it. Hién twong tuwong tu ciing c6 thé thay trong ciu trac véi
this/that trong d6 c6 hon mot danh tir sau be nhung be van & s6 it. So sanh:

(9)a. There was a sofa and two chairs (C6 mot chiéc sofa va hai chiéc ghé & d6 —
2:416)

b. This is Mai and her friends (Pay 1a Mai cung ban ciia c6 ay)

- Thir tu, diéu dic biét quan trong 1a danh ngir 1a dai tir nhan xung sau be khdng chi
phdi dong tlr vi ngit, phai dung & dang tan cach, vi du: (10) Who is there who could help?
- There is always me / * 1, | suppose (C0 ai trg giup duoc khong?- Bao gid ciing ¢ toi 16i,
t6i cho la thé — 5:462). Tuong tu, trong cau hoi va tra 10i sau chac han dai tir nhan xung
sau be khong thé ¢ dang chu cach va do vay khong thé 1a cha ngir: (11) Who was there in
the room at that time? There was only her/nim /* There was only she/he (Llc ay c6 ai
trong phong? Chi ¢6 minh cd ta/anh ta).

Tir nhitng két qua khao sat néu trén chling tdi cam nhan rang, trong cau tiéng Anh,
there ¢6 quy chiéu t6i su ton tai clia su vt trong thuc té, there chi c6 mot dang tr nhung
6 ¥ nghia ngit phap ca s it va s6 nhiéu. Y nghia vé sb cta there dugc phan anh qua danh
ngit - b6 chu ngir sau be (subject complement), boi 1& theo nguyén tic song song hay con
goi 1a nguyén tic dong nhat (parallelism) thi danh ngir trudc va sau be phai tuong hop vé
hinh thai va nglr nghia, vi du trong cau (12) My job is working as a teacher /* a teacher
(Nghé cuia toi 1a gido vién) thi chu ngir va bo cha ngir doi hoi khong nhiing tuong hop vé
s, ma con twong hop ca vé khai niém va do vay danh ngir sau be chi 1a cai phan anh y
nghia s6 cta danh ngir dung trude be.



I1l. Thay cho loi két

Qua khao sat nghién ciu, chdng t6i nhan thiy rang trong ciu tric cau ton tai tiéng
Anh “There + be + NP thi there c6 thé xép vao loai dai tir nhan xung. Giéng nhu dai tir
nhan xung ngdi thir nhat va thir hai c6 quy chiéu ngoai ngdn ngir - néi t6i ngudi nodi va
ngudi nghe, there c6 nghia quy chiéu ngoai ngdn ngir noéi téi viéc hién hitu hodc khong
hién hitu (non)existence ciia mot hay nhiéu vat trong thyc té, trong tu duy ciia ngudi phat
ngon su hién hiru bao gio cling dugc xac dinh trong nhitng hoan canh khong gian-thoi
gian hoac pham vi cu thé. Trong dién ngon, tinh x4c dinh cua su hién hiru c6 thé duoc thé
hién bang ngon tir voi viéc dung gidi ngit hodc trang ngir chi noi chdn, thoi gian, pham
Vi... hoic hoan canh phat ngon cho phép hiéu ngam. La dai tir nhan xung khi giir chirc
nang chu ngir hay tan ngit trong cau, there chi ¢ mot dang thirc nhung giéng nhu mot sb
dai tor nhan xung you, they hoac dai tr quan h¢ who, which, that, nghia quy chiéu cua
there c6 thé s it hodc sd nhiéu, dugc phan anh théng qua danh ngit sau be & trong cau.
T6m lai, cAu ton tai tiéng Anh (existential sentences) ¢ trat tu thanh té ct phap binh th-
wong nhu nhitng cau thong bao khac c6 dong tir be, gdm 3 thanh phan chinh theo ciu trac
S -V- C: (1) There (Subject) + (2) Be (Verb) + (3) NP (Subject complement). C6 mot dicu
thdi vi 1a trong viéc day va hoc hoic sir dung cau ton tai tiéng Anh thi viéc xac dinh there
c6 nhimg dic diém nhu d4 trinh bay gop phan giai thich nhiing cau sau déu 1a khong ding
ngit phap boi chiing khdng theo cau trac cau néu trén:

(13) a. * In Hanoi have many lakes.
b. * Many lakes are in Hanoi.

c. * There have many lakes in Hanoi.
d. * In Hanoi are many lakes

e. * Hanoi has many lakes (O Ha Nbi c6 nhiéu hd).
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